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Primary Source 1: I Will Fight No More 
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1. What is Chief Joseph’s main point? 
2. What time in history do you think he is talking about?

Primary Source 2: Gospel of Wealth
[image: ]
Primary Source 3: William Jennings Bryan’s Cross of Gold

I would be presumptuous, indeed, to present myself against the distinguished gentlemen to whom you have listened if this were but a measuring of ability; but this is not a contest among persons. The humblest citizen in all the land when clad in armor of a righteous cause is stronger than all the whole hosts of error that they can bring. I come to speak to you in defense of a cause as holy as the cause of liberty—the cause of humanity. . . . Here is the line of battle. 
We care not upon which issue they force the fight. We are prepared to meet them on either issue or on both. If they tell us that the gold standard is the standard of civilization, we reply to them that this, the most enlightened of all nations of the earth, has never declared for a gold standard, and both the parties this year are declaring against it. If the gold standard is the standard of civilization, why, my friends, should we not have it? So if they come to meet us on that, we can present the history of our nation. More than that, we can tell them this, that they will search the pages of history in vain to find a single instance in which the common people of any land ever declared themselves in favor of a gold standard. They can find where the holders of fixed investments have. 
Mr. Carlisle said in 1878 that this was a struggle between the idle holders of idle capital and the struggling masses who produce the wealth and pay the taxes of the country; and my friends, it is simply a question that we shall decide upon which side shall the Democratic Party fight. Upon the side of the idle holders of idle capital, or upon the side of the struggling masses? That is the question that the party must answer first; and then it must be answered by each individual hereafter. The sympathies of the Democratic Party, as described by the platform, are on the side of the struggling masses, who have ever been the foundation of the Democratic Party. There are two ideas of government. There are those who believe that if you just legislate to make the well-to-do prosperous that their prosperity will leak through on those below. The Democratic idea has been that if you legislate to make the masses prosperous their prosperity will find its way up and through every class that rests upon it. 
You come to us and tell us that the great cities are in favor of the gold standard. I tell you that the great cities rest upon these broad and fertile prairies. Burn down your cities and leave our farms, and your cities will spring up again as if by magic. But destroy our farms and the grass will grow in the streets of every city in this country. . . . If they dare to come out and in the open defend the gold standard as a good thing, we shall fight them to the uttermost, having behind us the producing masses of the nation and the world. Having behind us the commercial interests and the laboring interests and all the toiling masses, we shall answer their demands for a gold standard by saying to them, you shall not press down upon the brow of labor this crown of thorns. You shall not crucify mankind upon a cross of gold.

1. In his "Cross of Gold" speech, how does Bryan (a Populist-Democrat) depict the Democratic party?
2. How does Bryan characterize cities? How does he characterize farming? 
3.  How does Bryan depict the gold and the gold standard? How does he depict silver? 

Primary Source 4: Wilson’s Fourteen Points

1. All treaties between countries must be made public with no secret agreements for all nations to observe.
2. Freedom of navigation upon the seas, outside territorial waters, during both peace and war, except as those seas may be closed in whole or in part by international action for the enforcement of international agreements.
3. The removal of economic barriers between countries making trade unfair among all the nations consenting to the peace and associating themselves for the maintenance of peace.
4. The reduction of arms worldwide to the lowest point consistent with maintaining domestic (home) safety.
5. An open-minded adjustment of all colonial claims, based upon the principle that in determining all such questions of rule the interests of the populations involved must have equal say with the claims of the government who is involved.
6. The evacuation of Central Power armed forces of all Russian territory.
7. The evacuation of Central Power armed forces from Belgium.
8. All French territory should be freed and the invaded portions restored to France, including lands lost by France (Alsace-Lorraine territory) during the Franco-Prussian War in 1871 (Germany was formally known as Prussia).
9. A readjustment of the borders of Italy should be effected along clearly recognizable lines of Italian nationality.
10. The peoples of Austria-Hungary should be given the freest opportunity to autonomous (self-chosen) government.
11. Romania, Serbia, and Montenegro should be evacuated by all Central Power armed forces; occupied territories restored; Serbia given free and permanent access to the sea.
12. The peoples of the Ottoman Empire should be given a voice in determining their own self-government.
13. An independent Polish nation should be created which should include the territories inhabited by indisputably Polish populations, including free access to the sea.
14. A League of Nations formed so that representatives of all participating nations can peacefully settle disputes without resorting to armed conflict, and that the League of Nations will help protect the freedom of participating nations who are threatened by others.

1. Why does Wilson think that the Fourteen Points re the “only possible program” for the world’s peace? 
2. Which of the fourteen points introduced the idea of a League of Nations? 

Primary Source 5: President Roosevelt’s Four Freedom’s Speech 

I address you, the members of this new Congress, at a moment unprecedented in the history of the union.  I use the word “unprecedented” because at no previous time has American security been as seriously threatened from without as it is today…
In the future days, which we seek to make secure, we look forward to a world founded upon four essential human freedoms.
The first is freedom of speech and expression -- everywhere in the world.
The second is freedom of every person to worship God in his own way -- everywhere in the world.
The third is freedom from want, which, translated into world terms, means economic understandings which will secure to every nation a healthy peacetime life for its inhabitants -- everywhere in the world.
The fourth is freedom from fear, which, translated into world terms, means a world-wide reduction of armaments to such a point and in such a thorough fashion that no nation will be in a position to commit an act of physical aggression against any neighbor -- anywhere in the world.
That is no vision of a distant millennium. It is a definite basis for a kind of world attainable in our own time and generation. That kind of world is the very antithesis of the so-called “new order” of tyranny which the dictators seek to create with the crash of a bomb.
To that new order we oppose the greater conception -- the moral order. A good society is able to face schemes of world domination and foreign revolutions alike without fear.
Since the beginning of our American history we have been engaged in change, in a perpetual, peaceful revolution, a revolution which goes on steadily, quietly, adjusting itself to changing conditions without the concentration camp or the quicklime in the ditch. The world order which we seek is the cooperation of free countries, working together in a friendly, civilized society.
This nation has placed its destiny in the hands and heads and hearts of its millions of free men and women, and its faith in freedom under the guidance of God. Freedom means the supremacy of human rights everywhere. Our support goes to those who struggle to gain those rights and keep them. Our strength is our unity of purpose.
To that high concept there can be no end save victory.
1. What are the Four Freedoms?
2. How do you think an Isolationist would respond to Roosevelt’s Speech?
Primary Source 6: Roosevelt Inaugural Address
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1. “The only thing we have to fear is fear itself” is one of the most famous lines spoken by an American president. Why is this line so memorable? What does it suggest about Roosevelt’s vision in 1933?

2. How do you think Americans listening to this speech responded to it? 
Primary Source 7: FDR’s “Day of Infamy” Speech

Yesterday, December 7, 1941 - a date which will live in infamy - the United States of America was suddenly and deliberately attacked by naval and air forces of the Empire of Japan. The United States was at peace with that nation and, at the solicitation of Japan, was still in conversation with its Government and its Emperor looking toward the maintenance of peace in the Pacific.
Indeed, one hour after Japanese air squadrons had commenced bombing in Oahu, the Japanese Ambassador to the United States and his colleague delivered to the Secretary of State a formal reply to a recent American message. While this reply stated that it seemed useless to continue the existing diplomatic negotiations, it contained no threat or hint of war or armed attack. 
It will be recorded that the distance of Hawaii from Japan makes it obvious that the attack was deliberately planned many days or even weeks ago. During the intervening time the Japanese Government has deliberately sought to deceive the United States by false statements and expressions of hope for continued peace.

1. As an American Citizen, what would your reaction be to this speech? 
2. Why did the President address Congress directly and not the American people? Was there an exact reason behind it? 



Primary Source 7: JFK Inaugural Address

[image: ]


Primary Source 8: MLK’s “I Have a Dream” Speech
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1. What is the “American Dream” to which King refers?
2. How well does King think the nation has lived up to its promises? 

Primary Source 9: Reagan’s “Tear Down This Wall” Speech
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Primary Source 10: PATRIOT ACT discussions
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John F. Kennedy was inaugurated as President on January 21, 1961. At age 43, he was
the youngest person to be elected President, and the first President to be born in the 20th

century. Below is part of his inaugural speech.

e dare not forget today that we are the

heirs of that first revolution. Let the
word go forth from this time and place, to
friend and foe alike, that the torch has been
passed to a new generation of Americans,
born in this century, tempered by war,
disciplined by a hard and bitter peace, proud
of our ancient heritage, and unwilling to
witness or permit the slow undoing of those
human rights to which this nation has
always been committed, and to which we are
committed today at home and around the
world.

Let every nation know, whether it wishes
us well or ill, that we shall pay any price,
bear any burden, meet any hardship, support
any friend, oppose any foe to assure the
survival and the success of liberty.

This much we pledge — and more.

To those old allies whose cultural and
spiritual origins we share, we pledge the
loyalty of faithful friends. United there is
little we cannot do in a host of cooperative
ventures. Divided there is little we can do;
for we dare not meet a powerful challenge
at odds and split asunder.

To those new states whom we welcome
to the ranks of the free, we pledge our
word that one form of colonial control
shall not have passed away merely to
be replaced by a far more iron tyranny.
We shall not always expect to find them
supporting our view. But we shall always
hope to find them strongly supporting
their own freedom; and to remember that,
in the past, those who foolishly sought
power by riding the back of the tiger ended
up inside.

One of the most famous lines from the President’s speech is: “the torch has been passed
t0 a new generation of Americans...” Explain in your own words what he means. What is
the torch? Why is does it apply to President Kennedy?

President Kennedy reminds his audience that “those who foolishly sought power by
riding the back of the tiger ended up inside.” What does the tiger represent? How does it

relate to supporting freedom?





image5.png
say to you today, my friends, that in spite of the difficulties and

frustrations of the moment T still have a dream. It is a dream
deeply rooted in the American dream.

Thave a dream that one day this nation will rise up and live out
the true meaning of its creed!: “We hold these truths to be self-
evident; that all men are created equal.”

Thave a dream that one day on the red hills of Georgia the sons
of former slaves and the sons of former slaveowners will be able to
sit down together at the table of brotherhood. ;

Thave a dream that one day even the state of Mississippi . .. will
be transformed into an oasis of freedom and justice.

Thave a dream that my four little children will one day live in a
‘nation where they will not be judged by the color of their skin but by
the content of their character.

Thave a dream today.

Thave a dream that one day the state of Alabama ... will be
transformed into a situation where little black boys and black girls
will be able to join hands with little white boys and girls and walk
together as sisters and brothers

This is our hope. This is the faith with which I return to the South. With this
faith we will be able to hew? out of the mountain of despair a stone of hope. With
this faith we will be able to transform the jangling discords of our nation into a
beautiful symphony of brotherhood. ...

This will be the day when all of God's children will be able to sing with new
meaning, "My country 'is of thee, sweet land of liberty, of thee I sing, Land where
my father died, land of the Pilgrim’ pride, from every mountainside, let freedom
ring”

When we let freedom ring, when we let it ring from every village and every
hamlet, from every state and every city, we will be able to speed up that day when
all of God's children, black men and white men, Jews and Gentiles’, Protestants
and Catholics, will be able to join hands and sing in the words of the old Negro
spiritual, “Free at last! Free at last! Thank God Almighty, we are free at last!”
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Remarks at the Brandenburg Gate
West Berlin, Germany

Chancellor Kohl, Governing Mayor Diepgen, ladies and gendemen: twenty-four
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city and the world at the city hall. Well, since then two other presidents have come,
cach in his turn, to Berlin. And today I, myself, make my second visit to your ciry.

We come to Berlin, we American presidents, because its our duty to spek,
this place, of freedom.

Behind me stands a wall thar encircles the frec sectors of this ciy; part of a vast
system of barriers that divides the entire continent of Europe. From the Baltic,
south, those barriers cut across Germany in a gash of barbed wire, concrete, dog,
runs, and guard towers. Farther south, there may be no visible, no obvious wall.
Bur there remain armed guards and checkpoints al the same—still a restiction on
the right to travel, still an instrument to impose upon ordinary men and women
the will of a toralitaian state. Yet it is here in Berlin where the wall cmerges most
clearly; here, cutting across your city, where the news photo and the television
screen have imprinted this brutal division of a continent upon the mind of the
world. Standing before the Brandenburg Gate, every man is a German, separated
from his fellow men. Every man is a Berliner, forced to look upon a scar. .

In the 1950s, [Soviet leader] Khrushchev predicted: "We will bury you.” But in
the West today, we sce a free world that has achieved a level of prosperity and wel-
being unprecedented in all human history. In the Communist world, we sce failure,
technological backwardness, declining standards of health, even want of the most
basic kind—too itle food. Even today, the Soviet Union still cannor feed irelf.
Afier these four decades, then, there stands before the entire world one great and
inescapable conclusion: freedom leads to prosperity. Freedom replaces the ancient
hatreds among the nations with comity and peace. Frecdom is the victor:

And now the Soviets themsclves may, in a limited way, be coming to understand
the importance of freedom. We hear much from Moscow about
a new policy of reform and openness. Some politcal prisoners have been relcased.
Ceruain forcign news broadeasts are no longer being jammed. Some cconomic
enterprises have been permitted to operate with greater freedom from state control.

A these the beginnings of profound changes in the Soviet state? O are they
token gestures, intended to raise fase hopes in the West, of o strengthen the Soviet
system without changing it. We welcome change and openness: for we believe that
frecdom and security go together, that the advance of human liberty can only
strenghen the cause of world peace. There is one sign that the Soviets can make
that would be unmistakable, that would advance dramatically the cause of freedom
and peace.

General Sccretary Gorbachev, if you seck peace, if you seck prosperity
or the Soviet Union and Eastern Europe, if you seck liberalization: Come here to
this gate! Mr. Gorbachev, open this gate! Mr. Gorbachev, tear down this wall!
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1. What strides had the Soviets already taken toward a more open society, according
to Reagan?

2. What would the Soviets achieve by tearing down the Berin Wall, according
to Reagan?
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‘The attacks in New York and Washington [on September 11, 2001], followed closely by the
‘mysterious anthrax mailings and the swift war in Afghanistan, inevitably instigated [prompted]
chianges in law enforcement, intelligence operations, and security generally. As U.S. Supreme
Court Justice Sandra Day O'Connor predicted on September 29, 2001: “We're likely to
experience more restictions on our Tnmm.l freedom than has ever been the case in our
country.” The public strongly supported doing whatever was necessary. In fact, one poll showed
55 percent of citizens were worried that the government would not go far enough in fighting
terrorism in order to protect civil liberties: only 31 percent were worried the government would
£0 too far in fighting terrorism at the expense of civil liberties..

‘Source: Leone and Anrig, eds., The War on Our Freedoms: Civil Liberties in an Age of Terrorism,
‘Century Foundation, 2003
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According to this document, what was one reason for the passage of the USA Patriot Act?
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This is an excerpt of President George W. Bush’s remarks upon signing the USA Patriot Act.

- For example, this legislation gives law enforcement officials better tools to put an end to financial counterfeiting, smuggling,
and money laundering. Secondly, it gives intelligence operations and criminal operations the chance to operate not on separate

tracks but to share vital information so necessary to disrupt a terrorist attack before it oceurs.
As of today, we're changing the laws governing information-sharing. And as importantly, we're changing the culture of our various

agencies that fight terrorism. Countering and investigating terrorist activity is the number one priority for both law enforcement
and intelligence agencies.

Surveillance of communications is another essential tool to pursue and stop terrorists. The existing law was written in the era of

rotary telephones. This new law that I sign today will allow surveillance of all communications used by terrorists, including emails,
the Internet, and cell phones. As of today, we'll be able to better meet the technological challenges posed by this proliferation of
communications technology....

‘Source: President George W. Bush, October 26, 2001
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According to President George W. Bush, what is one way the USA Patriot Act will help law
enforcement officials?
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... The war on terrorism may be launching a legal revolution in America. The changes pose these
questions: How necessary are some of the reforms? Have [Attorney General] John Ashcroft and
the Justice Department unraveled constitutional protections in trying to ensure our safety?
“There E ant civil-liberties price to be paid as we adopt various national-security
initiatives,” says Mary Jo White, a former U.S. Attorney in the Southern District of New York,
whose office pursued some of the biggest terrorism cases of the 1990s. “For the most part, I
think that price is necessary. But what I worry about is government officials who find the answers

too easy in this arena.

Source: Richard Lacayo et al., “Civil Liberties: The War Comes Back Home,” Time, May 12, 2003
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Based on these documents, what is one criticism of measures taken to fight the war on terrorism?
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“}'Will Fight No More Forever”

.

(71 1877, after being ordered to a reservation, Chief Joseph led
| some 800 of his Nez Percé people in an attempted escape to

Canada. They fled more than 1,000 miles across Idaho and

Montana, battling the U.S. Army all along the way. Finally, with .
fewer than 500 of his people remaining and only 40 miles from
Canada, Chief Joseph surrendered. General 0.0. Howard 1
reported Chief Joseph’s poignant words.

Tam tired of fighting. Our chiefs are killed. ... The old men are all
dead..... Tt is cold and we have no blankets. The little children are
freezing to death. My people, some of them, have run away to the hills,
and have no blankets, no food; no one knows where they are—perhaps
freezing to death. T want to have time to look for my children and see

how many of them T can find. Maybe T shall find them among the

dead. Hear me, my chiefs. T am tired; my heart s sick and sad. From 1
where the sun now stands T will fight no more forever.
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Carnegie’s Gospel of Wealth

Andrew Carnegie spent the first part of his life in the United States becoming a
billionare, and the rest of it giving away much of his fortune, some $350 million.
His social conscience led him to preach “the gospel of wealth.”

As you read, think about what Carnegie believed to be the duty of the wealthy and the

ways this duty was to be carried out.

his, then, is held to be the duty of the man

of wealth: first, to set an example of modest,
unostentatious living, shunning display of extrav-
agance; to provide moderately for the legitimate
‘wants of those dependent upon him: and after
doing 5o to consider all surplus revenues . .. as a
matter of duty to administer in the manner which,
in his judgment, is best calculated to produce the
most beneficial results for the community—the
‘man of wealth thus becoming the mere agent and
trustee for his poorer brethren, bringing to their
service his superior wisdom, experience, and
ability to administer. doing for them better than
they would or could do for themselves.

‘Those who would administer wisely must,
indeed, be wise, for one of the serious obstacles
to the improvement of our race is indiscriminate
charity. It were better for mankind that the
millions of the rich were thrown into the sea than
50 spent as to encourage the slothful, the drunken,
the unworthy.

A well-known writer of philosophic books
admitted the other day that he had givena
quarter of a dollar to a man who approached him
as he was coming to visit the house of his friend.
He knew nothing of the habits of this beggar:

He knew not the use that would be made of his
money, although he had every reason to suspect
that it would be spent improperly. ... He only
gratified his own feelings, saved himself from

annoyance—and this was probably one of the
most selfish and very worst actions of his life,
for inall respects he is most worthy.

In bestowing charity, the main consideration
should be to help those who will help themsclves;
to provide part of the means by which those who
desire to improve may do 5o to give those who
desire to rise the aids by which they may rise;
toassist, but rarely or never to do at all

[The] best means of benefiting the community
s to place within its reach the ladders on which
the aspiring can rise—parks, and the means of
recreation, by which men are helped in body and
‘mind; works of art, certain to give pleasure and
improve the public taste; and public institutions
of various kinds, which improve the general
condition of the people—in this manner returning
their surplus wealth .. in the forms best
calculated to do them lasting good. . .

‘The man who dies leaving behind him
‘millions of available wealth, which was his to
administer during life, will pass away “unwept,
unhonored, and unsung,” no matter to what uses
he leaves the dross which he cannot take with
him. Of such as these the public verdict will be:
“The man who dies thus rich dies disgraced.”

Such, in my opinion, is the true Gospel of
Wealth, obedience to which s destined some day
tosolve the problem of the Rich and the Poor, and
to bring "Peace on earth, among men good will."

.= to Trink Aot

1. How would you characterize Carnegie’s attitude toward the poor?

2. What was the “true Gospel of Wealth” according to Carnegie?
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Franklin D. Roosevelt

1933, the depression
had reached its depth.
Roosevelt’s first inaugu-

ral address outlined in broad
terms how he hoped to govern.
He advised Americans “that the
only thing we have to fear is fear
itself” He reminded Americans
that the nation’s “common diffi-
culties” concerned “only material
things.”

- This great Nation will endure
as it has endured, will revive and will prosper. So, first of all, let me assert.
my firm belief that the only thing we have to fear is fear itself—nameless,
unreasoning, unjustified terror which paralyzes needed efforts to convert
retreat into advance. In every dark hour of our national life a leadership of
frankness and vigor has met with that understanding and support of the
people themselves which is essential to victory. T am convinced that you will
again give that support to leadership in these critical days. .

Tam prepared under my constitutional duty to recommend the measures
that a stricken nation in the midst of a stricken world may require. These
measures, or such other measures as the Congress may build out of its expe-
rience and wisdom, T shall seek, within my constitutional authority, to bring
to speedy adoption.

But in the event that the Congress shall fail to take one of these two
courses, and in the event that the national emergency is still critical, I shall
not evade the clear course of duty that will then confront me. I shall ask the
Congress for the one remaining instrument to meet the crisis—broad
Executive power to wage a war against the emergency, as great as the power
that would be given to me if we were in fact invaded by a foreign foe.





